How to Set Up a Google Sitemap with a Yahoo! Store
By Karl Ribas
All Web Promotion | Karl Ribas.com

Step 1

First things first, open up two browser windows. One window should be logged into your Google
Sitemaps account (if you don’t have one, create one), and the other should be logged into the
“Store Control Panel” of your Yahoo! Store account. Throughout this process, we’ll be switching
back and forth from one screen to the other so it's best to keep both readily available.

Step 2
On the Google Sitemaps screen, add your website. To do so, enter your website’s URL in the
specified section at the top of the screen, and click “OK”.
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Step 3

After clicking “OK” in the previous step, you'll be redirected to the “Summary” page. This page
highlights some key information, such as the last time Google has crawled your website and a
report on what your current index status is. If you're setting up a new website, don’'t worry about
not seeing such information... all this means is that Google has not yet found/crawled your website.

For now, you’re going to want to ignore this page and navigate back to the “Dashboard” page (via
a breadcrumb link near the top of the page or by clicking on the “Google” logo on the top left of the

page).

Step 4

Now on the “Dashboard” page again, you should see that your website has been added. You should
also see two other sections titled “Sitemap” and “Site Verified” and underneath them respectively
you’ll see two links titled “Add a Sitemap” and “Verify”. Adding a Sitemap and verifying your
website are the last two steps in this process. Let’s start with verifying your website (Note: it
doesn’t matter which is done first, but we eliminate 2 steps by doing the verification first). Click
“Verify”
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Step 5

Now on the “Verify Site Ownership” page, you’ll need to start the verification process (but not
finish it). To do so, click on the drop-down menu provided and select “Upload an HTML file”. An
option does exist to verify your website via a Meta-Tag option (which is what I'd suggest for most
websites); however it is much easier for Yahoo! Store owners to do so via an HTML upload. Google
will now generate and display a “Google Sitemap Verification File”. Using your mouse, highlight the
file name, and copy it (to copy hit “CTRL + C” on your keyboard). DO NOT CLICK VERIFY. Instead,

leave this page exactly as it is.
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Step 6
Switch over to your Yahoo! Store window. You should already be logged in and within the “Store
Control Panel”. Click on the “Search Engines” link under the “Promote” section near the bottom-

left-corner of your screen.
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Step 7

Now on the “Promote your Site on Search Engines” page, scroll down and locate the “Create a
Sitemap for Your Store” section. Within this section there are two tasks which must be completed.
First click on the “enabled” radio-button. This will create and activate an XML Sitemap that is
already formatted to work with Google’s Sitemap protocol. After you've done that, click inside the
designated box and paste the “Google Sitemap Verification File” that you had copied in step 5 (to
paste hit “CTRL + V” on your keyboard). When doing so, make sure there are no extra spaces
before or after the file.
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We're going to go ahead and do some forward planning. While we’re in this screen, it is best to
copy the URL for your soon to be sitemap. In the same area, you should see something like: “View:
http://www.yourwebsite.com/sitemap.xml”. Highlight this link with your mouse and copy it (to
copy hit “CTRL + C” on your keyboard).
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When finished, click “Done”.

Step 8

Enter your Yahoo! Store editor and publish / republish your website. Doing so will automatically
create an XML sitemap and the required Google Sitemap Verification File, and host them on your
website. (Note: It's very important that you publish your Yahoo! Store now. If your Yahoo! Store
states that it is already “published”, you’ll need to force it to publish by updating something on
your website and then clicking the “publish” button.)

Step 9

Return to your Google Sitemaps window where you should still be on the “Verify Site Ownership”
page. Click the “Verify” tab to complete the website verification process. If all was done properly,
you should be taken back to the “Dashboard” page where you’ll now see a green check mark under
the “Site Verified” column.

Step 10
Now it’s time to add your sitemap. Click the “Add a Sitemap” link under the “Sitemap” column to
start this process.
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Step 11
Now on the “Add a Sitemap” page, add a Sitemap. To do so, click on the drop-down menu and

select “Add General Web Sitemap”. An option does exist to add a sitemap for a mobile website
(such as those used for cell phones and PDAs); however most of you will want to select the general
web sitemap option. Google will now ask for the URL to your website’s sitemap. Click inside the
designated box and paste the Sitemap URL that you had copied in step 7 (to paste hit “CTRL + V”
on your keyboard). Click the “Add Web Sitemap” tab to finish adding a sitemap.
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Step 12
If all was done properly, you should be taken back to the “Dashboard” page where you’ll now see a

number 1 under the “Sitemap” column.

Congratulations! Google Sitemaps is now set-up Give it a day or so to retrieve some data on your
website, and then you’ll have all the information you need to understand how the Google search

engines finds, crawls, reads, and indexes the pages on your website.
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About Karl Ribas:

Karl Ribas is the Project Manager at All Web Promotion, and on the side runs his own search engine
marketing Blog and consultant website. He has been designing websites since 2001, and began his
involvement with search engine marketing in September of 2003. As both, Project Manager at All
Web Promotion and owner of his own website, Karl provides up-to-date, valuable, and effect

Search Engine Marketing and design services to a wide range of small to medium sized online
businesses.




